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ingof the 8th. It was my wish to come 
to that issue; I bad perfect- confidence 
in the valour of the troops, and it was on- 
ly by crippling the enemy that we. could 
hope either to retreat or to embark unmo- 
lested. I made every preparation to re- 
ceive the attack, and drew out the army 
in the morning to offer battle. This was 
not marshal Soult's object. He either 
did not think himself sufficiently strong, 
or he wished to play a surer game by 
attacking us on our inarch, or during our 
enibai cation. The country was intersect- 
ed, and his position too strong tor me to 
attack with an inferior force. The want 
of provisions would not enable me to wait 
longer; I Inarched that; night ; and in 
two forced marches by advancing for six 
or eight hours in the rain, I reached. Ee- 
taooos on the 10th instant. At Lugo, I 
was sensible of the impossibility of reach- 
ing Vigo, which was at too great a dis- 
tance, and offered no advantages to em- 
bark in the face of an enemy. My inten- 
tion was then to have retreated to the pe- 
ninsula of Betanzos, where I hoped to 
find a position to cover the embarcation 
of the army in Ares oi Redes. Bays ; but 
having sent an officer to reconnoitre it, by 
his report I was determined to prefer' this 
place. I gave notice to the Admiral of 
my intention, and begged that the trans- 
ports might be brought to Corunna ; had 
I found them here on my arrival on the 
ilth, the euibai cation would easily have 
been effected, for I had gained several 
marches on the Freuch. Tbey have now 
come up with us, the transports are. not 
arrived ; my position in front of this place 
is a very bad oue ; aud this place, if I am 
forced to retire into it, is commanded 



within mustfuet shot, and the harbour will 
be so commanded by cannon on the coast, 
that np ship will be able to lie in it. In 
short, my lord, general Stewart will in- 
form you how critical our situation is. — 
It has been recommended to tne to make 
a proposal to the enemy, to induce him to 
allow us to enjbark quietly; in which 
case he gets us out of the country soon, 
and this place, with its stores, &c. com- 
plete ; that otherwise we have the power 
to make a long defence, which must cause 
the destruction of the town, I am averse 
to make any such proposal, and am ex- 
ceedingly doubtful if it would be attended 
with any good effeet, bat whatever I re- 
solve on this head, 1 hope your Lordship 
will rest assured, that I shall accept no 
terms that are in the least dishonourable 
to the army or to the country. I find I 
have been led into greater length, and 
more detail, than I thought I shirtild have 
had time for; 1 have written under inter- 
ruptions, and my mind much occupied 
with other matter. My letter, written 
so carelessly, can only -be considered as 
private. When I have more leisure, I 
shall write more correctly; in the mean 
time, I rely on general Stewart for giving 
your -lordship the information and detail 
which 1 have omitted. 1 should regret 
his absence, for his services have been ve- 
ry distinguished; but the state of his 
eyes makes it impossible for him to serve, 
and this country is not one in w^iich ca- 
valry can be of much' use. If 1 succeed 
in embarking the army, I shall send it to 
England ; it is quite un6f for further ser- 
vice until it has been refitted, which can 
best be done there. John Moore." 
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The great utility of an increased in- 
tercourse in this part of the country, 
by means of the various Coaches that 
have Iatety been established, is generally 
admitted; it is therefore with pleasure, 
we notice the intention of the Proprietors 
of the Belfast and Derry Mail Coaches, 
to run a Day Coach from Cookstewu 
to Belfast, by Moneymore, Magheralelt, 
Uastledawson, Tooine, RandulstoHB, &c. 
We also are informed, that arrangements 
have now been completed for running the 
Mail Coach the whole line ot'ttiadfrom 
this Town to Derry; to commence on 
Monday the 1st of May. This will, no 
doubt, prove a great convenience to 
passengers, and when we consider the 
difficulties which hare been surmounted 



in this undertaking, and that the fares, 
&c. are, notwithstanding, as moderate 
as oil the well-frequented Dublin road, 
we are inclined to think that such an 
establishment is entitled, in a peculiar 
degree, to the public patronage. 

On Monday the 20tb of March, a ewe, 
the property of Mr. William Claney, of 
Quai'tai luiul, near Bangor, had 5 lambs ; 
three of them males, and two of them 
fewales-r-all stout, and likely to do well. 

Plourhinc-match The following 

should have appeared in our last number, 
being a subject we wish to pay marked 
attention to, but was overlooked. 
Several Gentlemen in the parish of 
Maralin, lately set on foot a subscription 
for offering premiums to the beVt plough- 
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man, and a match was accordingly held 
on the 14th of March, on the lands of 
Lurgantamery, near Dromore, where six 
ploughs appeared on the ground, each 
drawn by two horses, and having no 
driver. The work was in general well 
done. The judges were chosen before 
the work commenced, and refit ed from 
the ground until it was finished, that no 
imputation of partiality might justly at- 
tach to them from their knowing the per* 
sons who executed it. 

The first premium, of three guineas, 
was adjudged to Pat. Lavery, plough- 
man to Mr. John Christy, of Kircassock ; 
the second, of two guineas, to Johu Dow- 
nv, ploughman to Mr. Sloan, of Bally- 
makeowan; and the third, of one gui- 
nea, to Richard Brinkman, jun. of Tully- 
cairn, holding his own plough. The judges 
were unanimous in their decision— and 
being respectable men and farmers, with- 
out either interest or prejudice to bias 
their judgment, their decision was satis- 
factory to all who were not connected 
with those who did not obtain the pre- 
miums they expected, or had committed 
themselves by staking money on their 
performance. 

Antrim.... Married..... Mr. John Hamil- 
ton, of Fairview, to Miss M'Kibbin, of 
Belfast. Capt. Ritchie, to Miss Nichol, 
of Belfast. At Glenluce, Mr. Wm.Kerr, 
to Miss Isabella Learmouth, of Stranraer. 
At Larne, the Rev. I. C. Ledlie, to Miss 
Holmes. 

Died.... At Lambeg, aged 25, Mr. John 
Wolfenden. At Lyle, near Templepa- 
trick, Mrs. Gibson, aged 75. Aged 18. 
Miss Caileton, daughter of Mr. C. Carle- 
ton. In October last, of a fever at Kings- 
ton, Jamaica, J. Kelly aged 16 years, son 
of the late Captain Kelly of this town.— 
In Nov. last, at Kingston, Jamaica, in his 
18th year, J. Fitzsimmoos, son of Mr. J. 
Fitzsimmons of Higb-street, Belfast. On 
Wednesday the 19th, Mrs. Kirkpatrick, 
wife of Mr. R. Kirkpatrick, of this town, 
merchant. On the 15th instant, aged 82, 
Mr. J. Smith, tanner, a respectaoie in- 
habitant of this town. 

ARMAOH....Marrii«i...Mr. W. Boyd,of 
Pointzpass, to Miss J. Kelly of Eliza-hill, 
near Banbridge. 

Died.... At Guilford, aged 56, Abraham 
Atkinson, one of the people called Qua- 
keis. He was the person who first intro- 
duced the. export lawn-trade, from this 
fiountry to England. Mr. S. Kidd of 
Linenvale near Keady. Miss J. Brown 
daughter of the late Mr. J. Brown 
merchant. Mr. John Barnes. Mr. John 
Prentice. 

Dow>»....ilfarrierf....At Bally kntogh, 
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near Hillsborough, Dr. Allen of Comber, 
to Miss Graham, daughter of W. Graham 
esq. of Llnistrain. At Lurgau, R. M'Kee 
of Armagh, esq. to Miss JE. J. Hudson 
of Lurgan. 

DM.... At Killileagh, aged 22, Mr. T. 
Kennedy. On the 19th, Mr. Charles 
M'Quilliu, aged 80. 

Fermanagh.,.. Married.... At Enniskil- 
len, Mr. W. Clarke, architect, to Miss P. 
Acheson. leinster. 

The Dublin Society has lately directed 
its attention to the laudable purpose of 
encouraging the culture of Hemp in. this 
country; a measure which will, no doubt, 
be attended with the happiest conse- 
quences. The following is the resolu- 
tion published on the 23d ult. 

" That a premium of forty shillings 
an acre be given for the first 150 acres 
of ground sowed with Hempseed, on or 
before the 2d of May, in the year 1809 ; 
and if a greater quautity of ground should 
be claimed for than 750 acres, the sum 
of ,£1500will be rateably divided amongst 
the Claimants." 

To entitle Claimants to the - above pre- 
mium, the following terms must be com- 
plied with : 

" An Affidavit of the Claimant, that 
the Ground was in sufficient order 
for sowing Spring Corn, and that there 
were sowed four bushels of good Hemp- 
seed* on each and every acre so claimed 
for, on or before the 2d day of May, 
1809 ; the aforesaid claim, together with 
a certificate of a neighbouring Magistrate 
upon view, to be sent into the Secretary's 
Office on or before the first day of De- 
cember, 1809. 

Dublin.. ..Married....W. Johnson, esq. 
of the Monaghan Regiment, to Miss H. 
Savage of Prospect, co. Down. 

Died.... At his house, in Merrion-street, 
aged 81, the Right Hon. John M. Mason. 
In Merrion-square, the Countess Dowager 
of Mayo. 

QuE£N'«-cov»(TV....DMrf....On the 5th 
instant, in the 77th year of bis age, James 
Pirn, of Rushin near Mountrath, one of 
the people called Quakers. A man whose 
many amiable qualities endeared him to 
bis family and friends. 

MONSTER. 

CoRK....ftf*<jrri<«j....T. Foller Harriet, 
esq. to Miss Wilkes of Ballinacoliy. 

Limerick. ...Married.... Mr. S. 8. Gog- 
gin, bookseller, to Miss Drew, of Scariff, 
countv Clare. 



# The Society think it necessary to recommend 
fWe bushels ; but if very carefully sewed and co- 
vered, four may answer ; and it is requested that 
an accurate Return of the Produce may be made 
with each claim. 
R r 



